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Left: Occupational therapy graduate student Cynthia Orocio-Ruiz (left) and business fi nance freshman Kimberly Tran (center) got to meet the welcoming alpaca named Baby on the 
Smith and Carlos lawn Tuesday. Animal caretaker Jennifer Walton (right) monitored the caged petting zoo, instructing people to handle the delicate animals with care and properly 
sanitize their hands after. Walton works for Little Explorers Petting Zoo, a company that specializes in mobile petting zoos including insects, reptiles, bunnies, ducks, and camelids.
Right: Biology freshman Iris Looc (left) and criminology freshman Mia Gonzalez (right) fawn over Baby during the Career Center Carnival Tuesday afternoon after a class.
Nobody puts Baby in a 
corner . . . or petting zoo
The majority of freshman 
starting at San Jose State 
this academic year were 
born in 2001. In only a few 
years, students admitted 
into SJSU straight out of 
high school will not have 
not lived through 9/11.
Eighteen years have 
passed since the terrorist 
attacks on Sept. 11, 2001 
and several student 
veterans said they still feel 
the impact from the day the 
twin towers fell.
Psychology senior 
Joseph McNamara, a 
53-year-old Army veteran 
who served from 1980-84, 
advised younger students 
to value diversity and 
called it “The lifeblood of 
America.”
McNamara also said 
soldiers need to be clear-
minded and protect 
diversity, because the 
U.S. Constitution is about 
inclusiveness.
29-year-old nursing 
junior Michelle Tobar 
joined the military in 
2011 and served for 
approximately six years.
The terrorist attacks 
on Sept. 11, 2001 are 
specifically relevant to 
SJSU because one of the 
most prominent figures in 
the story of 9/11 graduated 
from the university.
Jason Dahl, who 
graduated from San Jose 
State with a degree in 
Aeronautics Operations 
in 1980, captained United 
Airlines Flight 93, the 
hijacked plane that crashed 
in a Pennsylvania field 
before it could reach its 
target.
Each of the student 
veterans who spoke to the 
Spartan Daily remembered 
where they were and what 
they were doing when they 
heard about the terrorist 
attacks on Sept. 11, 2001 
and the role that event 
played in their personal 
histories.
Only two student 
residents of San Jose 
State dorms attended 
a community forum to 
voice concerns about 
utilities in disrepair and 
maintenance complaints 
with campus housing 
staff. 
“I want to hear what 
is happening,” Interim 
Executive Director of 
University Housing 
Services Eric Rollerson 
said. “This forum was an 
opportunity for students 
to do so.”
Industrial technology 
junior George McIntyre 
raised concerns about 
laundr y  ser v ices . 
McIntyre said the 
washers and dryers 
in some residential 
hall buildings are not 
functioning properly. 
“That’s why it’s free,” 
Rollerson said. “We are in 
the process of changing 
vendors, which is why, 
right now you don’t have 
to worry about paying 
for it.”
Director of Residential 
Life Kevin Kinney said 
that if machines are not 
working, to let someone 
know. 
Campus Village rules 
require student residents 
to check in guests they 
bring who do not live in 
the dorms.
The California State 
University resident 
housing policies allow 
University Housing to 
implement additional 
restrict ions during 
certain times of the year 
if heightened security is 
necessary to protect the 
housing facilities and 
its residents. 
Some students have 
complained that they can 
no longer walk through 
Joe West to reach the 
Dining Commons.
“We’re not restricting 
anyone from walking in 
and out of the building,” 
Kinney said. “We prefer 
that people go through 
the entrance by Washburn 
entrance whenever they 
can, to help with our 
security protocols.”
 In 2018, the CSU 
Office of the Chancellor 
completed a Housing and 
Residential Services Audit 
Report. The purpose of 
the audit was to “ascertain 
the effectiveness of the 
operational and financial 
control for housing and 
residential services and to 
ensure compliance with 
relevant governmental 
regulations, policies, 
d i r e c t i v e s ,  a n d 
campus procedures.”
The audit’s report 
concluded the SJSU 
campus’ administration 
had the appropriate 
framework provided 
b y  Un i v e r s i t y 
Housing Services and 
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Still remembering
Student veterans recall impact of Sept. 11 
By Melissa Maria 
Martinez
 STAFF WRITER
Housing staff struggle with engagement
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CORRECTIONS POLICY
The Spartan Daily corrects 
all signifi cant errors that are 
brought to our attention. 
If you suspect we have 
made such an error,
 please send an email to 
spartandaily@gmail.com.
EDITORIAL POLICY
Columns are the opinion of 
individual writers and not 
that of the Spartan Daily. 
Editorials refl ect the 
majority opinion of the 
Editorial Board, which is 



















The Spartan Daily prides 
itself on being the San Jose 
State community’s top news 
source. New issues are 
published every Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday 
throughout the academic 
year and online content 
updated daily. 
The Spartan Daily is written 
and published by San 
Jose State students as an 
expression of their First 
Amendment rights. 
Reader feedback may be 
submitted as letters to the 
editor or online comments.
MAURICIO LA PLANTE | SPARTAN DAILY
Interim Executive Director of University Housing Services 
Eric Rollerson talks with students at Campus Village A.
Following notification 
of a possible loophole for 
fraud in the Spartan Eats’ 
self-checkout machines, 
SJSU administrators 
reacted within minutes to 
disable the systems late 
Monday evening.
“I literally contacted 
- within minutes - the 
head of IT, the bursars’ 
office, the vice president 
of student affairs, and 
the head of Chartwells,” 
Charlie Faas, SJSU vice 
president of finance and 
administration, said over 
the phone.
The Spartan Daily 
notified Spartan Eats and 
Faas around 8:30 p.m. 
after learning about the 
potential flaw through 
social media posts.
The defect allowed 
students to type in an 
arbitrary student ID 
number rather than 
swiping a Tower card, 
potentially charging 
the purchase to another 
student’s account.
Spartan Eats disabled 
the ability to use an 
on-screen keyboard to type 
in student IDs, requiring 
students to swipe their 
Tower card. 
The Spartan Daily 
verified on Tuesday 
that entering a student 
ID into the machines 
no longer worked, as it 
displayed an error code of 
“CARDSWIPE ONLY.”
Faas said that if 
students see suspicious or 
unexpected transactions 
in their dining dollars 
accounts, they should 
contact the Bursar’s Office.
“I went to the Bursar’s 
Office and ran the reports 
to see high transactions in 
the past two weeks: no high 
dollar amounts, no high 
transactions,” Faas said. 
The office is continuing to 
monitor accounts, he said.
Despite the potential 
problems, some students 
appreciate the new self-
checkout machines.
“It’s faster and better 
than waiting in line,” 
early child education 
senior Brenda Quezada 
said as she bought coffee 
at Ginger Market in 
MacQuarrie Hall.
The machines have only 
been in place for a few 
weeks now, so Faas said 
the odds of something bad 
happening was rather low.
“[There’s] no hesitation 
on the university’s part to 
act quickly and swiftly,” 
Faas said. “[This] is how 
we need to work together.”
Self-checkout 
bug resolved 
The day of the attack
McNamara said he was getting 
ready to go to work when he saw 
the World Trade Center burning on 
television that morning.
“I don’t know if anybody actually 
went in and did much of anything 
that day,” McNamara said. “I just 
hung out, watching television.”
Tobar said her family had planned 
to go to the beach that day before 
hearing about the terror attacks and 
at age 11, she did not understand 
what had happened.
Sociology senior Alexander De La 
Campa serves as president of the 
Veteran Student Organization on 
campus. He said he heard about the 
9/11 attacks at school.
In 2010, a few days before the 
attacks’ ninth anniversary, De La 
Campa joined the U.S. Navy.
The terror attack played a role in 
many of the veterans’ decision to 
enlist.
Geography junior Brendan Miller 
said he joined the military right after 
graduating high school in 1992, got 
out and then re-enlisted after 9/11.
“Everything kind of came back 
and I missed everything that I was 
remembering, so I decided to go 
back in,” Miller said.
America’s response
McNamara said he originally 
wanted America to retaliate with 
military action immediately but now 
thinks the country overreacted.
“I didn’t even know who or what 
we were supposed to retaliate against 
but it felt like an attack on not only 
our nation but on my way of life 
personally, on my belief systems, on 
everything I stood for and believed 
in,” McNamara said.
Miller said he wishes that America 
had not pulled out of Iraq as soon 
as it did and that further action 
could have prevented violence in the 
Middle East. 
America forgot about the toll of 
lives and finances demanded by the 
military operations when it turned 
against the war on terror, he said.
However, most military 
servicemen and women do not 
support continued occupation.
According to a 2018 Smithsonian 
poll, more than 80% of surveyed 
military personnel agree that 
American military occupations have 
“been going on too long.”
Tobar said the average citizen does 
not understand what the military 
does and how unique each veteran’s 
experiences are.
De La Campa said he would 
like to see more transparency in 
military operations to combat this 
lack of understanding and see less 
operations conducted at all.
“I think if there was transparency 
in operations, then the operations 
that were being conducted most 
likely would not be conducted, 
because that is the whole point of this 
type of warfare,” De La Campa said.
Racism and xenophobia
Beyond government legislation 
and military action, student veterans 
said that 9/11 drastically changed how 
American culture treated Muslim 
and Arab Americans, leading to a 
rise in discrimination.
McNamara said a few of his 
Muslim friends feared being attacked, 
monitored or asked to leave America.
The hate toward Muslim and Arab 
Americans has become less obvious 
over time but that suspicion and 
discrimination still remain, laying 
just below the surface of American 
society.
Tobar said that discrimination 
against Muslim and Arab Americans 
has become less widespread 
compared to immediately after 9/11. 
“If you were walking around 
wearing a turban, people would call 
you a terrorist,” Tobar said.
Looking ahead
Although several SJSU veterans 
defended the military, they 
condemned the implementation 
of the Transportation Security 
Administration.
McNamara said the creation of the 
TSA was part of a larger movement 
after 9/11 to lock down and surveil 
everything, including passing the 
USA PATRIOT Act in 2001 and the 
establishment of the Department of 
Homeland Security in 2002.
The average citizen has lost rights 
because of this added security and 
Americans have to set boundaries 
to protect their privacy and human 
rights, he said.
“When sanity is established or 
safety is established, I don’t think 
those rights come back again,” 
McNamara said.
According to a 2017 American 
Civil Liberties Union report, the TSA 
has concealed instances of racial and 
religious profiling from the public 
and has repeatedly overstated the 
scientific credibility of their behavior 
detection methods.
Tobar said the TSA’s security 
measures are extreme, unnecessary 
and invade personal space.
She added that students should do 
their research and not blindly trust 
what they hear, but she worries that 
as time wanes on, ignorance of 9/11 
will grow.
“Actually look at history, because 
the Holocaust happened, and yet 
there are people out there today 
saying it did not happen,” Tobar said. 
“And I feel like, maybe in the future 
that might happen with 9/11.”
However, the names of the fallen 
still live on at SJSU. 
The Jason Dahl Scholarship Fund, 
according to its website, provides 
scholarships for students who wish to 
attend flying schools within the U.S.
None of the veterans who spoke 
to the Spartan Daily heard about 
the Captain Jason Dahl Scholarship 
Fund or knew that the captain of 
United 93 had graduated from San 
Jose State.
Joseph McNamarra said it is a 
great way to carry on Dahl’s legacy.
“To pass that forward to 
somebody else at SJSU, give them an 
opportunity, I think is outstanding,” 
McNamarra said.
Correction
On Tuesday, Sept. 10, the Spartan Daily 
published an article titled “Disjoint album 
leaves ears bleeding,” in which the fi lm 
“Spider-Man: Into the Spider-Verse” 
was misidentifi ed.
The Spartan Daily regrets this error.
Crime Blotter
Driving with license suspended
Sept. 8, 1:48 a.m. at East Humboldt St/
South 8th St.
Adult cited
Selling liquor to minor
Sept. 8, 2:30 a.m. at Campus Village A
Adult student conduct
Selling liquor to minor
Sept. 8, 2:33 a.m. at Campus Village C 
Adult student conduct
Th eft  of personal property
Sept. 8, 6:00 p.m. at Joe West Hall
Information only
KUNAL MEHTA | SPARTAN DAILY
One of the point-of-sale kiosks available for use with Dining Dollars at the Ginger Market 
displays an error because it currently requires a Tower card to be physically swiped. 
Follow Kunal on Twitter 
@legoktm
needed improvement. 
Stream-lining guest check-in 
safety protocols was among 
the items recommended, 
which may account for the 
inconvenient guest check-in 
protocols. 
The audit also found 197 
work orders managed by 
housing that were open for 
more than 30 days. Some 
had been open for nearly 
300 days. In response to the 
issue, SJSU expressed its 
commitment to strengthen 
work order procedures and 
keep the status of information 
of housing facilities work 
orders up to date. 
One year after the housing 
audit, a search for open work 
orders between now and 
a year ago show five open 
work orders. Among them, a 
jammed window. 
Students living on campus 
share similar concerns, but 
the housing staff said nothing 
can be done if no one reports 
their grievances to them. 
“We have residents that 
don’t say anything,” Rollerson 
said. “If you got a problem, 
say something.” 
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We have residents that don’t say 
anything. If you got a problem, say 
something. 
Eric Rollerson
Interim Executive Director 
of University Housing Services 
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Minimum wage is 
far from perfect, but 
raising it would solve 
more problems than 
implementing a living 
wage system would.
Th e idea of a living 
wage is the amount of 
pay that an individual 
must earn to support 
their family as a sole 
provider working full-




living wage is a sound 
theory but falls fl at when 
attempting to apply it to 
the average person.
Glasmeier is the 
creator of the Living 
Wage Calculator, a tool 
that determines the cost 
of living and breaks it 
down by county or other 
large metropolitan areas. 
Th e Living Wage 
Calculator lumps San 
Jose, Sunnyvale and 
Santa Clara together as a 
single region.
Its calculations are 
based on people living 
a robotic lifestyle that 
features no extraneous 
costs or variance.
It takes into account 
typical expenses such 
as food and housing, 
and average salaries of 
various occupations such 
as administrative or sales 
related work.
Even the average cost 
of food according to the 
calculator isn’t based 
on realism.
While these statistics 
and fi gures are all 
useful for determining 
averages, what a person 
earns at their job should 
not solely be based on a 
calculated average.
For example, a 
four-person family 
featuring one 
working adult and 
two children has a 
living hourly wage 
of $36.21 according to 
the calculator in the 
aforementioned areas.
Th at person’s required 
annual income before 
taxes, factoring in 
expenses, totals to $75,308. 
Comparing that number 
to the average annual 
salaries by occupation 
suggests that an 
individual could only be 
employed in one of seven 
diff erent fi elds in order to 
make enough money to 
support a family.
Some employment 
fields with a greater 
annual salary than the 




There is no room in 
the averages for any 
sort of excess cost, such 
as entertainment or 
vacations. If that family 
of four wanted to take 
a trip to Hawaii, they 
would have to do so in 
their imaginations.
Those excess costs 
may not technically be 
necessary, but there 
isn’t a human being 
on Earth that doesn’t 
mentally benefit 
from some kind of 
entertainment, so it 
should be factored into 
a living wage.
The food costs 
are based on the 
U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s 
low-cost meal plan, 
which attempts to 
calculate a nutritious 
diet for as little 
financial burden 
as possible. 
Both the calculator 
and the official USDA 
food costs state that 
families of four will 
spend just over $10,000 
on their meals for 
the year.
Three meals a day 
per person for a family 
of four is 4,380 meals 
per year which equates 
to an average cost per 
meal of $2.28.
It sounds like that 
family will be spending 
a lot of time looking at 
fast food value menus 
rather than eating 
healthy if a living wage 
system was in place.
As of now, there is 
no federal living wage, 
just the paltry federal 
minimum wage of 
$7.25 an hour, which 
has not changed 
since 2009. 
Thankfully, the 
minimum wage in San 
Jose is $15 per hour. 
Is that a serviceable 
number for most? 
Probably not, but it’s 
gone up by $5 since 
2013 so it has a history 
of growth and will most 
likely continue to do so. 
The government 
mandating a living 
wage system would be 
extremely complex to 
implement due to the 
amount of variables 
that go into it such as 
region and family size.
The living wage 
system therefore 
creates the wrong 
notion that the Living 
Wage Calculator takes 
into consideration 
an average person’s 
practical life. 
Therefore, increasing 
the minimum wage is 
the best course 
of action.
Follow Brendan on Twitter
@BrendanCross93
There is no room in the averages 
for any sort of excess cost, such 
as entertainment or vacations. 
sjsunews.com/spartan_daily 
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– send a letter to the editor –
Letters to the Editor may be placed in the letters to the editor box in 
the Spartan Daily offi  ce in Dwight Bentel Hall, Room 209 or emailed 
to spartandaily@gmail.com to the attention of the Spartan Daily 
Opinion Editor.
Letters to the Editor must contain the author’s name, address, phone 
number and major. Letters become property of the Spartan Daily and 
may be edited for clarity, grammar, libel and length. Only letters of 300 
words or less will be considered for publication. 
Published opinions and advertisements do not necessarily refl ect 
the views of the Spartan Daily, the School of Journalism and Mass 
Communication or SJSU. Th e Spartan Daily is a public forum. 
High-ranked Spartans ready for season
The San Jose State men’s 
water polo team is ready to 
make an even bigger splash 
this season with a new 
home pool and an overall 
more experienced team.  
Water polo will now 
practice in the newly 
built Spartan Recreation 
and Aquatic Center that 
opened earlier this year. 
“I’m looking forward to 
playing back in our home 
pool,” 2-meter senior Finn 
Pardon said. “For like the 
last couple of years we have 
been playing at West Valley, 
so it’s going to be really 
great to be back here.”
The Spartans take pride 
being nationally ranked at 
18, despite being a fairly 
young team last season. 
Head coach Bruce 
Watson feels excited that 
the team has some senior 
leadership this season.
“We were very young. 
We started four freshmen 
and two sophomores and 
that’s very young for a 
college Division I team,” 
Watson said. “They were 
young last year but they’ve 
grown tremendously and 
improved a lot and they’ll 
continue to improve 
this season.”
In 2018, junior driver 
Justin Pickering   led 
the team with 31 
goals  and sophomore 
driver Adam Bado 
followed with 24 goals. 
Last season, the team 
had only one senior player 
and still ranked high 
despite its youthful team. 
Now that number has gone 
By Diana Avila
 STAFF WRITER
up to seven players. 
“As a team I feel like we 
collaborate together and we 
feel like family,” sophomore 
goalkeeper Yahav Fire said. 
“We are always there to 
support each other.”
Some of the older 
players are excited to make 
a comeback to the pool 
after a season of being 
redshirted for a year. 
“They’re a great 
group of guys. We were 
pretty competitive 
last year and I think 
this year we’re even 
better,” Pardon said. 
“I’m just really excited 
to be back and be a 
part of it.”
Pardon did spend 
time with his teammates 
during his off season and 
expressed how difficult  it 
was for him not to be part 
of any games. 
As he returns to the 
pool, he hopes he and his 
team can make it into the 
top 15 in the nation. 
“Last year from the 
beginning of the season to 
the end of the season we 
improved a lot,” Fire said. 
“If we can do that this year 
too, it will be amazing.”
Watson discussed 
some of the obstacles that 
the team may encounter 
this year.
“Our biggest challenge 
is we play Division I 
and we play against 
the top teams in the 
country,” Watson said. 
“So the challenge will be 
to grow and to be able 
to handle the adversity 
of playing top 10 
teams consistently.”
As the team prepares 
themselves to have 
another successful season, 
they also take pride in 
their academics. 
According to SJSU 
Athletics, at the end of 
their 2018 fall season, 
men’s water polo had the 
No. 14-best team grade-
point average nationally 
among the 49 schools 
sponsoring NCAA men’s 
water polo with a 3.21.
“The guys in the water 
are great students and they 
work hard,” Fire said. “The 
fact that we can do that 
and be top-20 in the nation 
is amazing.”
Watson would like 
for his team to take all 
the opportunities that 
are available for his 
team. He has made one 
of his goals as a coach 
to make sure that  his 
team continues to balance 
academics and water polo. 
“Continued success 
in the classroom is really 
important and these guys 
have one of the highest 
GPAs of a men’s teams,” 
Watson said. 
Balancing academics 
and water polo is a goal for 
the team and so far it has 
started its season off strong.
“We’re all competitive, 
we all want to win and we’re 
all hungry,” Pardon said. 
“We’re back on campus and 
we want to do well.” 
The Spartans opened 
the season at the Pacific 
Invitational Sept. 7 with 
an 11-16 loss against 
University of the Pacific 
and a 10-9 win over Santa 
Clara University.
Sophomore center Utku Binkanat practices in the new Spartan Recreation and Aquatic Center with his team.
DIANA AVILA | SPARTAN DAILY
Follow Diana on Twitter
@dianaavila284
SPORTS
We’re all competitive, we all want to 
win and we’re all hungry. We’re back 
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ACROSS
1.Reveals



















41. A company that fl ies
43. Wager (two words)
44. Tale




51. Ring around the nipple
54. Praise
56. Brought into existence
57. Resembling snoring













4. Brother of Jacob
5. Dispatches




10. In deplorable condition
11. Mistake




25. Teller of untruths
26. Counterfoil
27. Anagram of “Note”




37. A single time
38. Cry
40. A Freudian stage 
42. Enter data














Complete the grid so that every row, column and 
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SOLUTIONS 09/10/2019
Popeyes war ends in ruffl ed feathers
By Brendan Cross
 STAFF WRITER
Follow Brendan on Twitter
@BrendanCross93
The act of adding a 
chicken sandwich to 
the menu at Popeyes 
spawned a Twitter 
war that had people 
flocking to the chain 
restaurants nationwide.
Popeyes released the 
new sandwich Aug. 12, 
with a very similar look 
to Chick-fil-A’s chicken 
sandwich, mostly because 
of the inclusion of pickles 
and similar breading.
The main difference in 
the sandwiches is that the 
Popeyes version comes 
with either a chipotle 
sauce or mayonnaise 
while the Chick-fil-A 
sandwich comes bare.
On its release day, 
Popeyes tweeted an image 
of the sandwich with 
the caption, “Chicken. 
Brioche. Pickles. New. 
Sandwich. Popeyes. 
Nationwide. So. Good. 
Forgot. How. Speak. In. 
Complete. Sandwiches. I 
mean, sentences.”
A full week passed 
before Chick-fil-A entered 
the ring.
Chick-f i l-A then 
tweeted, “Bun + Chicken 
+ Pickles = all the 
[heart emoji] for the 
original.” It seemed to be 
veiled criticism toward 
Popeyes but it was not 
specifically directed 
at them. 
Just 15 minutes later, 
Popeyes responded to the 
Chick-fil-A tweet with 
“...y’all good?”
This was the only 
direct interaction the 
two chains had on 
Twitter but it sparked a 
debate that had people 
trying both versions 
to settle on which one 
is better.
Design studies senior 
Kevin Phung tried both 
sandwiches and went with 
the supposed original.
“The Chick-f i l-A 
sandwich is better because 
that is their motif,” Phung 
said. “Popeyes just started, 
it’s good but it’s not 
the best.”
Business entrepreneur 
junior Danh Nguyen had 
the opposite opinion.
“I personally think the 
Popeyes chicken sandwich 
is better,” Nguyen said. 
“The chicken is a lot 
crunchier and more juicy 
than Chick-fil-A. The 
only thing Chick-fil-A 
does better is all of the 
sauces that they offer.”
Nguyen also thought 
the Twitter war was a 
great marketing ploy 
for Popeyes.
“It’s all over social 
media and you can clearly 
see how it worked out for 
them,” Nguyen said.
The craze over Popeyes 
chicken sandwich hit 
its boiling point Aug. 
27, when the chain 
announced through 
Twitter that the 
sandwich is sold out, 
for now.
Twitter also said when 
the sandwich comes back, 
it will come back for good, 
which should strike fear 
in the nation’s chickens.
Dulcia Campos, store 
manager of a San Jose 
Popeyes, said that lines 
were wrapped around the 
store during its peak and 
financially, it was a big 
boon for the branch. 
“It at least doubled 
our income,” Campos 
said. “We usually make 
around $5,500 a night 
but we got it up to 
about $12,000 in 
one night.”
The Popeyes Twitter 
account went from 107,000 
followers to 185,000 
followers in the last three 
weeks and its response 
tweet to Chick-fil-A has 
over 80,000 retweets and 
300,000 likes.
Popeyes’  recent 
success is most likely not 
worrying Chick-fil-A as 
it was already the third 
largest restaurant chain 
in America, according 
to a Business Insider 
article earlier this year.
Despite the craze 
of Popeyes’ campaign, 
applied mathematics 
senior Alex Loi said that 
the whole Twitter war 
was ludicrous.
“It’s unnecessary to 
fight over a rip-off meal 
when other fast food 
restaurants have rip-
offs of each other,” Loi 
said. “Burger King and 
McDonald’s also have a 
chicken sandwich but it’s 
just named differently.”
Phung shared a similar 
sentiment about the 
Twitter spat between the 
two brands.
“It’s pretty silly and 
it’s too over-hyped for 
just a chicken sandwich,” 
Phung said.
Popeyes may have 
lost the battle when it 
announced it had sold 
out of sandwiches but the 
media frenzy it created 
may have won Popeyes 
the war.
It’s unnecessary 
to fi ght over a 
rip-off meal when 
other fast food 
restaurants have 




ILLUSTRATION BY CINDY CUELLAR 
He doesn’t even know 
how to play the ukulele, 
yet mechanical engineering 
sophomore Robert Garza 
bought one on the SAMMY 
app because he said it was 
such a steal.
The SAMMY app was 
developed by San Jose 
State in the summer of 
2017 as a campus-wide 
engagement tool for 
students, Sonja Daniels, the 
associate vice president for 
campus life, said.
“[It is] a place to connect, 
campus resources, support 
student organizations, 
a calendar for events to 
promote campus life, and 
a way to assess our campus 
and department events,” 
Daniels said.
Garza used the 
engagement tool to explore 
new hobbies.
“I’ve never seen a ukulele 
[on there],” Garza said. “I 
was looking for one for 
about two weeks, I saw 
[someone] posted it and got 
really excited so I just hit her 
up with my best offer and 
then we made the deal.”
The $50 in his pocket 
wasn’t enough to buy a 
decent replacement for his 
broken guitar. Garza would 
be lucky to find any busted 
body with strings at that 
price, let alone a ukulele, 
he said.
Good brands were 
off limits, until he saw a 
posting on the SAMMY 
app for the coveted 
Kala ukulele.
He made the seller an 
offer she could not refuse, 
fifty bucks.
“It goes for like 90 or 
80,” Garza said. “She was 
trying to get rid of it and so 
I just hit her up, said I was 
interested.”
Grazing over the strings 
with the tips of his fingers, 
he plucked at them one at a 
time when he put the body 
of the ukulele to his ear. “It’s 
not in tune,” he said about 
four times.
But Garza was still 
practicing.
He said it was his best 
come-up on the SAMMY 
app for sure. Coming 
at a close second 
and third was 
the couch he
bought and the four 
roommates he found on 
the app.
Roommates are all over 
the app, but did Garza ever 
think he could buy a couch 
on there?
“Oh yeah,” he said. 
“Because I’ve seen people 
post like chairs, tables, like 
table sets and like books, 
you know stuff like that is 
just so useful.”
Animation and 
illustration senior Brook 
Jiang sells her textbooks 
on the SAMMY app. 
She is one of the dozens 
of student retailers that 
Garza scrolled past on 
the app.
“I can have reasonable 
confidence that someone 
will be interested in it,” Jiang 
said about her choice to sell 
on the app.
J i a n g 
said her 
roommate has textbooks 
stacking to the roof so she 
decided to help her out by 
releasing the books into the 
student market.
Just like Garza wanted 
to get the best bargain out 
of his funds, Jiang wanted 
to sell her and her 
friend’s textbooks 
at a price she 
felt students 
would buy.
“ H e r 
a s k i n g 
p r i c e s 
may or 
may not be 
a little closer to 
the original price 
than some people 
might be interested 
in,” Jiang said regarding 
her roommates books. 
“I mean I’ve sold two of 
my own textbooks so 
far, so I have hopes 
[for her].”
Back in the Martin 
Luther King Jr. 
Library, Garza said 
that learning 
how to master 
the ukulele 
will help 
him pass the time 
while he saves up for a 
new guitar.
He stepped outside the 
library, sat himself under a 
tree and shuffled through a 
series of nonlinear rhythms, 
letting his ear guide 
him to 
the next note, he said.
It will take him about a 
week to learn how to play 
one of his favorite songs, 
“I’m Yours” by Jason Mraz.
“I have some down 
time in-between classes 
and then I didn’t want to 
be just watching YouTube,” 
Garza said. “I do study but 
sometimes I just want to 
like do something besides 
studying, just like a ukulele, 
you know?”
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENTsjsunews.com/spartan_daily WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 11, 20196
By Vicente Vera
SPECIAL PROJECTS EDITOR
Follow Vicente on Twitter
@VicenteSJSU
I was looking for 
one for about 
two weeks, I saw 
[someone] posted 
it and got really 
excited so I just 
hit her up with my 
best offer and then 
we made the deal.
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